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OBSERVATIONS 
„ ON THE 
Riſe, Progreſs, and preſent Decay 


Fo I ie A OT 1 
Woollen Manufactories 
An Eſtimate of this Valuable TRADE 


WITH 
fairly ſtated, and the great Proportion given 
yearly to Foreigners, by ſuffering the Illegal 
Exportation of our Britiſb and Iriſb Wool. 
and Woollen Goods throughly manufactur'd 
in Ireland to Foreigners. EO POR AT: 
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ET To which is Added. 
Heads of a BiLL to put a Stop to this matchleſs 
Evil fo injurious to both King and Country. 


1 without putting His Majeſty to a Penny Charge for 
Officers, or any Impoſition upon the Publick : but, on 
the contrary, humbly petition d for, and will with all 
Thanks be receiv'd, and defray'd by the TRADE, ex- 
eept ſuch Commiſſioners as his Majeſty may appoint, 
| to be paid by bim for examining our Regiſter-Accompts, 
) - at by our SCHEME to be laid before the Hon. Houſe of 
=» Commons, being proper to be perus'd by Landlords, 
| Tenants, Merchants and Manufafturers, plainly ſhew- 
ing how many Perſons are employ'd in working up three 
Packs of Wool in Broad Cloths, Narrow Works, 
and Hoſe, viz. 336, earning each Week 881. 95. bd. 


if It is alſo neceſſary to take Notice UA ſome other Branches of our 
| FDrreign Trade influen®'d by our Woollen Manufaures, par- 
* ticularly from Turkey and Italy, of Raw-Silk and Cotton- 
Wool, in making Garments, Ribbons, Stockings, Hand- 
kerchiefs, &c. 100 lb. of Silit for Garments employs . 
Perſons, earning every Week Ditto in Silk 
Stockings, employs 175 Perſons, earning every Meet 65 l. 


| Humbly addreſvd to the Parliament of GREaT-BerTain, 


SOME | 
OBSERVATIONS 
1 1 8 
Riſe, Progrek, and preſent Decay 
OF OUR 


Moollen Manufaftories, 8c: 


UR Native Merchandiſe chiefly conſiſts 
of Wool, Butter, Cheeſe, Hides, Tal- 

low, Tin, Lead and Iron ; and our wiſe 
Anceſtors would not ſuffer the beſt of 
theſe (Wool) to be carried out in the 
_ Infancy of its being manufactured: how much ſtronger 
are the Reaſons now for keeping it to be manufactu- 
red at home, when we are thus improv'd in it; and 
being Maſters of the Sea, have-it in our Power, from 
a peculiar Growth of Wool all other Nations ſtand 
in need of to be the only Manufacturers in the World, 

and engroſs to Ourſelves the whole Trade of foreign 
Markets: for we are ready to make appear no Na- 
tion under the Sun beſides have enough to cloathe 
rhemſelves for ſeveral Aſſortments, without the * | 
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of our Brif#/h, and Triſh Wool; for their Wool is f& 
coarſe and hairy that it will not make them Aſſort- 
ments by itſelf : which, if we keep our Wool from 

them, what can they make of Woollen Goods to 
outrival us in foreign Markets? inſtead thereof, they 
will be glad to take off the Prohibition of our Eng- 
Iiſþ Manufactures, and buy their own Cloathing of 
us, and at our own Price: and tho' ſome have in- 
conſiderably enough, or otherwiſe, as being Enemies 
to their King and Country, made this Allegation 


to refuſe ſelling our Wool to Foreigners, they muſt 


tower the Price. 


The more Buyers there are the better Price Wool 


muſt bear; (which is a falſe Suggeſtion) for, will 
England*s manufacturing her own Wool prevent Fo- 


reigners wearing Cloaths? and we will ask where 


elſe can they furniſh themſelves? and have we not 


Men bred in the Woollen Manufacture of Abilities 4 


to buy up and pay for all the Wool which grows in 
Great Britain and Ireland? and have we not La- 
bourers enough likewife bred up in it, many having 


been forced to travel in foreign Parts for want of 


Employ at home, and teach Foreigners our Trade ? 


By this pernicious Practice of illegal exporting our 
Wool, many more are become burthenſome in their 
reſpective Pariſhes, which otherwiſe would be of 
the moſt Uſe of any other Tradefmen, and inrich 
the State, even from the King to the loweſt State 
of Mankind in this his Majeſty's Dominions. 


Another Allegation is raiſed by Exgland's Ene- 
mies, viz. That there is a greater Call for Goods 
than we can ſupply, Engliſh Labour being ſo much 
dearer than that of Foreigners: and beſides, if we 
keep all our Wool to be manufactured at home, we 
hall not have the Manufacturers to work without, 
greater Wages z and how ſhall we find Vent ew 

either 


(5) 
either for our Wool or Labour? This is anſwered 
before with any — Man, who is not preju- 
diced againſt England's Welfare and Happineſs ; the 
high Price Lands bear with the numerous and bur- 
thenſome Taxes, make the working our Manufac- 


- tories twenty-five or thirty per Cent. dearer than any 


other Nation or -Common-wealth : but, if we keep 
our Wool to be manufactured at home, what have 
they to make Goods of, or underſell us in foreign 
Markets ? But England will have the Markets of the 
known World for their Woollen ManufaQures, and 
their own Price; and who pays it but thoſe Foreign- 


ers: and what Harm can this do the Subjects of 


England, that the Labourers in the ManufaQories 
ſhould conſtantly be employ'd, and have good Wages, 
will they not lay it out for Rent and Proviſions, and 


will not this add Power and Riches to the Nation? 
for when ſuch great and uſeful Numbers were em- 


ploy'd they would have wherewith to go to Market, 


which now they cannot, as cheap as Proviſion now is, 


becauſe they want Employment; but then it would 


continue, if not raiſe the Price of Fleſh, Bread, But- 


ter and Cheeſe, and all manner of Proviſions ; for it 


is thoſe vaſt Numbers conſume ſuch Proviſions : and 
will not this inrich the Landlords and Tenants, all 
. Ranks reaping Benefit from it? and as aforeſaid, 


Foreigners muſt pay, or elſe be without Cloathing ; 
therefore this muſt raiſe the Price of Wool the next 
Year, when the Foreigners are out of what Stock 
they have had from us this Tear. 


EY o compleat this great Work would be fatal not 
only to neighbouring but even diſtant Powers, who | 


may be, one time or other, moſt defirous of our Ru- 
in, by making us a more formidable and richer 
People than an Acquiſition of Mines equal to thoſe 


ol Peru and Mexico, and at the ſame time bring immor- 


tal Honour to his Majeſty, and that Miniſtry and Par- 
lament, that would guard and ſecure this National 
COTM Bleſſing 
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Bleſſing until manufactured. The Merchants have 
a large Share and juſt Right to the Profits ariſing 


thereby in exporting our Goods when manufactur'd, 
and it would bring home large Cuſtoms to his Ma- 


jeſty in the Returns. 


In a Word, there's not a good Subject in England, 


from the higheſt to the loweſt Rank of Mankind, 
but what have a Right and Share therein, and would 
reap a Benefit thereby; for the Cloathing of the 

known World would be drawn into this narrow Com- 
paſs of England: for, as before, where can they be 


furniſn'd elſe? And from that great Demand we 
all not only caſe our Pariſhes of much Charge, 
but keep our Labourers and Poor employ*d, raiſe 
the Price of our Wool; and who is to pay for it 


but thoſe Foreigners. We have an Inſtance for. this 


of the Riſe of our Bourdeaux Clarets, from the De- 
mand, to the Knowledge of thoſe who dealt that 
Way ſome Years ſince, fold at 4/. 5s. a Hogſhead, 
that are now fold at 17 and 18 J. a Hogſhead; an 


Increaſe of near 400 l. per Cent. ſo much wiſer are 
the French in promoting the true Iptereſt of their 


Country. 


A Scheme, with all Submiſſion, humbly offer'd o 
the Parliament of Great Britain, to preyent that 
matchleſs Evil of exporting our Wool unmanufactu- 
red to Eoreigners ; which Loſs appears by examining 


it we loſe in three Packs of Wool, at 
twelve ſcore Pounds per Pack, and employing each 


Week Perſons; what vaſt Sums do we 


. give up to Foreigners yearly, when the Cuſtom-houſe 


Books of the Impartation of Wool to England from 
Ireland made appear in the Year 1929, that from Ire- 


land was illegally exported to Foreigners 286,791 


Stones of Wool, at 18 J. beſides, pere as mach 
more from England, which we can? + ty but 
will iaform our{;lves, + -- 8 

7 -4 


SCHEME 
5 : Humbly offer'd to the Honourable | 
| House of COMMONS. | 


FT HEREAS the Manufacturers in the 
Wool-combing Trade, and their Depen- 
Vdants, conſiſting of no leſs than Six hun- 
dred Thouſand, petition'd his moſt Sacred MajzsTy, 
| to prevent this matchleſs Evil of exporting our Bri- 
"'Y , #þ and Jriſb Wool, and for obtaining of a Charter 
throughout his Majeſty's Dominions of Great Britain 
and Jreland, Town of Berwick npon Tweed, Domi- 
nion of Wales, the Iſlands of Guernſey, Ferſey, and 
the Iſle of Fight, therein and throughout, iucluding 
all in the Branches of the Woollen Manufactories, 
who have not heretofore been granted and incorpo- 
rated, of what Branch ſoever, with Deputations de- 
riving Authority equal to the Perſons nam'd, or to 
be nam'd, and intruſted in the Grant for ſu h Char- 
5 | | ter 5 
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ter; and whereas We, the Petitioners, have pro- 
pos'd not to put his Majeſty to a Penny Charge for 
Officers to effect the ſame, except ſuch Commiſſio- 
ners as his Majeſty is pleagd to appoint to receive 
the Regiſter's Accompts, to be paid by his Majeſty, 
or Impoſition on the Publick.: but, on the contrary, 
humbly petition'd for, and will thankfully be ac- 
cepted and detray*d by the TRADE with our Quarter- 
age, as by Precedents of other Charters, as hereafter 
follows; and whereas his Majeſty, in his great Wiſ- 
dom and Care for the Weltare of his People, has al- 
ready recommended it to the Honourable Sir Philip 
Zort, his Majeſty's Attorney-General, to report and 
form, and we to divide ourſelves into Companies and 
_ Fellowſhips, as in Precedents of Charters formerly 
granted the STOCKING-FRAME-KNITTERs and To- 
Bacco-PIFE-MAkERSs, by the Names of Maſter, 
Wardens and Fellowſhips, &c. and to give Deputations 
throughout as moſt convenient, with as full Power 
as ourſelves, for the well Government thereof to the 
Good and Benefit of the Publick in Cities, Towns, 
Boroughs, Hundreds and Pariſhes, as ſhall be moſt 
needful, as by Precedent of the S!ocking-Frame-Knit- 


5 ters Charter, Page 7. 


And whereas the Honourable Sir Philip Tork told 
us, for effecting it, we muſt firſt obtain an Act of 
Parliament; and We, the Maſters and Labourers in 
the Woollen Manufactories throughout England, moſt 

_ humbly beg Leave to petition our ſeveral Repreſenta- 
tives from all Parts, that ſuch Bill may paſs in Par- 
| liament, that we may obtain ſuch Charter by its Au- 
thority, that every fo 


mall keep a Regiſter-Office within his Liberty, and 
likewiſe to all throughout his Majeſty's Dominions, as 
far as the {aid Charter extends, for the Year he ſerves 
Maſter, and to their Succeſſors for ever; and' an 
Perſons in the Trade duly elected to ſerve — or 
5 1 5 5 ar- 


uch Maſter, for the Time being, ü 


Office for the 
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Wardens for the enſuing Year, on Refuſal of the ſaid 
Office, ſhall forfeit to his Majeſty and Succeſſors the 


| Sum of Fifty Pounds Sterl. and at the End of every 


Year every ſuch Maſtcr and Regiſter deliver a true 


Accompt to a proper Commiſſioner for that Purpoſe, 
nominated by his Majeſty, of all Wool grown, bought 


in, ſold, manufactur'd, and how diſpos'd of, through- 


out all and every of their Liberties ; that all Sheep- 
Maſters in Great-Britain and Ireland, and Dominion 


of Wales, c. ſhall, upon Oath, ſome time the firſt 


Week in May every Year, give a juft and true Ac- 


compt into the Regiſter- Office appointed for that 


Pariſh or Hundred wherein he keeps a Flock or Flocks 
of Sheep, of every Sheep and Lamb he hath of his 


own or any other Perſon's that grazes on the Lands 


he holds, on Pain of paying Ten Shillings for every 
ſuch Sheep or Lamb not regiſter*d as aforeſaid ; and 
that to be forfeited and paid to the Regiſter of the 


ſaid Office for the Time being for his Diligence and 
_ Encouragement, to be recover'd by due Proof upon 
Oath before one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 


by Diſtreſs or otherwiſe without farther Law- ſuit. 
This may ſeem troubleſome at firſt ſight to Sheep- 


Maſters ; but, if they would ſpare Time to think 


what a general Good this will bring to the Nation, 
and themſelves in particular: for at the next ſheering = 
the Riſe he'll have on his Wool will well pay for the 


Trouble, and ſuch Regiſter-Officer comes not to col- 


le& any thing of him, but continue to him his Pro- 


perty, taking an Account of his ſheering once a 


Year, and the Weight of his Wool, without diſturb- 
rr ET 


Again, every Sheep-Maſter, who ſells Parcels o- 
tat Sheep or Lambs to Graſiers or Butchers, ſhall, 
before the Property is alter'd, regiſter them in the 

ba ut or Hundred wherein they were... 
15 N fed, 
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likewiſe. 


1 
fed, and ſo take them off the Account of the former 


Proprietor, and place them to the Buyer's Account, 


and this under a certain Penalty, which is humbly 
ſubmitted alſo. NED 


Again, all Sheep-Maſters ſlaughtering Sheep, or 
what may die by Rot, red Water, or otherwiſe, all 


ſuch Skins to be regiſter'd in the ſaid Office before 


they are ſold, or the Wool drawn off, or diſpos'd of, 
under a certain Penalty, which is humbly ſubmitted 


All Butchers ſlaughtering Sheep or Lambs ſhall, 
under a certain Penalty, which is ſubmitted alſo, re- 


giſter what Skins are diſpos d of before the Property 


is alter'd, or the Wool drawn off, in the Regiſter- : 


Office, and taken off the Account of the former Pro 
prietor, and placed to the Account of the Perſon in 
whole Cuſtody the Wool is. „ 


All Skinners, or others, buying Sheep-Skins or 
Lamb-Skins, as ſoon as they are pull'd or drawn, 
and the Wool dry, ſhall ſend for the Regiſter to weigh 
the Wool, and take an Account of the Number of 
Skins it came off, placing it to ſuch Perſon, with a 
Duty of Five Shillings per Pound (16 Ounces) to put 


it out of the Power of Owlers or Smuglers till fold 


10 another Perſon, and placed to the Account of the 


Buyer, when they ſhall, under a certain Penalty, en- 
ter it in the Office, placing it with the Duty to his 
Majeſty of five Shillings per Pound, as aforeſaid, to 


the Account of the Buyer, diſcharging the former Pro- 


prictor, and fo from Hand to Hand, till it ſhall be 
made appear it is thoroughly manutactur'd, and the 


aid Duty diſcharged. 


The better to know the Weight of all Wool grow. 
ing in Grea!-Britain, Ireland, and Dominion of 8 
| | a Oc. 
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Sc. every one keeping Sheep, as ſoon as he ſheers 
them, ſhall ſend to the Maſter or Regiſter for the 
Town, Pariſh or Hundred where they are ſhorn, to 
take Account of the Number of Fleeces, and Weight 
thereof, to be enter'd in the Regiſter-Book to the 
Sheep - Maſter's Account, with his Majeſty's Duty as 
aforeſaid, and ſo from Hand to Hand till it 1s tully 
mannfactur*d, and the ſaid Duty diſcharged. 


But whereas Ireland is uncapable to manufacture 
thoroughly any more fairly and honeſtly than for their 
Home Conſumption, making the ſame Laws for that 
Kingdom to regiſter their Wool, Worſted and Wool- 
len-Yarn, with the aforeſaid, chargeable to thoſe in- 
whoſe Hands it is till thoroughly manufactur'd for 
their Home Conſumption, and then the ſaid Duty to 
be diſcharged. Ps on N 


And for the Encouragement of his Majeſty's good 
Subjects in Ireland, to promote their Trade, and help 
England, by making it à Spinning-Houſe ſor them, 
it is humbly ſubmitted they may be encouraged to 
make Worſted and Woollen-Yarn, and regiſter it 
from Hand to Hand, with a Duty of five Shillings 
per Pound, charged to Account in the Regiſter Office 
to thoſe in whole Cuſtody it ſhall appear to be the 
lame as in England till ſhipp'd on board a Regiſter- 
Ship, as hereafter ſer forth, to be ſurely brought ta 
England, and there to be fully diſcharged, and the 
ſuch Regiſter-Ship to be charged in our Regiſter: 
Book with all ſuch Wool, Worſted or Woollen- Yarn. 
as ſhall be receiv'd on board, and regiſter'd, with a 
Duty of five Shillings per Pound to his Majeſty, as 
aforeſaid. 1 „ So 


The Charge of regiſtering, weighing, and permits 
for each Pack of Wool, Worſted or Woollen-Yarn, 


to the Buyer to help Clerkage, is humbly ſubmitted 
likewiſe N . 
N. B. 
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VN. B. No Foreigner to * Wool, Worked or 
Woollen-Yarn, till thoroughly manufac- 
tured, except he be an Inhabitant in bis 
Majeſty s Dominions, and a Subject to 
his Majeſty, on Pain of ſuch Foreigners 
forfeiting ſuch Goods, and Impriſonment | 
for Life. 


That whereas Ireland has Spinning cheaper than 


England, they don't make ſo good Worſted and 


Woollen-Yarn; and that they may not harm our 


Worſted and Yarn-Makers in England, it is humbly 


offer'd to lay ſuch a reaſonable Duty on the Iriſh 
Worſted and Woollen-Yarn, to bring it on an Ave- 


rage with our Engliſb Worſted and Woollen- Tarn, 
| o as not to Prejudice the Engliſh Makers. 


* B. Whereas ſeveral Worſed-Maters, who for : 
Frame-work Knitting, and four Thread- 
 Worſted for Knitting, and Woollen-Yarn 

For Stockings and Caps, ſells much of it by 

retail for mending Stockings, &c. frequently 

by Pennyworths, &c. and to regiſter ſuch 

Mens Wodllen Goods in this Way of dealing 

would be endleſs; for ths greateſt Dealer 

in this Way ſeldom makes a Dozen of an 
one Colour, but oftener a ſingle 1 
tis bumbly ſubmitted whether every ſuch 
 Maker's Oath once in every three Monibs 

before the Maſter of the 7 97 8 for the 

Lime being, that, to the beſt of his Know- 
ledge, none of that Waol be buys or re- 

eilen d. or Goods he made for this tima, 

was, or is to be exported till thoroughly 
manufaftured. 


Again, 


(13) 


Again, every Port in England to be open'd for 
exporting or importing Wool, Worſted or Woollen- 
Tarn, to encourage Trade by an eaſy Carriage; but 
no Ship, Veſſel, Sloop or Boat on the Water to take 
or freight with Woot, Worſted or Woollen-Yarn, on 
pain of being forfeited, and Penalties and Puniſh- 
ments inflicted, as if illegally exporting it, except 
firſt regiſter'd with Security well known for Fortune 
and Character in one or more of his Majeſty's Cuſtom 
Houſes, or Commiſſioners appointed by his Majeſty 
for that purpoſe : the Maſters of ſuch Ships, as well 
as their Security, to be Inhabitants of England pr 
Ireland of honeſt Report, well known for Character 
and Fortune before admitted to regiſter their Ships 

for the honeſt diſcharging all ſuch Wool, Worſted, 
and Woollen-Yarn they ſhall freight with, as they 
take Licence, Cocket and Clearance, for all ſuch 
Wool, Worſted and Woolen- Yarn ſhipp'd on board 
they ſhall enter in the Charter's Regiſter-Book, and 
made accountable with the Duty of five Shillings for 
every Pound, diſcharging the former Proprietor, and 
there remain till an Account arrives from ſuch Re- 
giltry it is imported to, and then ſuch Regiſter is to 
place it to the Account of thoſe it is conſign'd to, 
with the Duty aforeſaid to his Majeſty, and ſo from 
Hand to Hand till it is thoroughly manufactured; 
and then, as afore, the ſaid Duty to be fully diſ- 
charged, as in the Caſe aforeſaid, an Account to be 
ſent the laſt Day of every Month to every Port to the 
Collectors where ſuch Goods were exported from, the 
Ship's Maſter and Merchants Names, with juſt Re- 
turns of their Bills of Lading, which, by comparing 
the importing with the Cuſtom-houſe Books from 
whence ſuch Goods were exported, it will be found, 
# any Sum, allowing a reaſonable Time for 1 
ing the Voyage, which is humbly ſubmitted. Any 
Ship miſſing the Rail, he who regiſter'd her ſhall be 


pro- 
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proſecuted at his Majeſty” $ Charge, except ĩt plainly 
appears the Ship was wreck'd at Sea; which, if it 
ſhould happen on any Shore out of his Majeſty's 

Dominions they ſhall not break Bulk: but, if they 
cannot fave the Veſſel, or bring her off, if it can be 
done with the Safety of theit Lives, and none of his 
Majeſty's Subjects Ships are nigh to ſuccour her, 
then they ſhall ſet Fire to it, and nor fuffer it to fall 


into the Hands of Foreigners, on pain of being pro- 


ſecuted for exporting it illegally. 


Boats on Rivers for eaſy Carriage ſhall firſt be fe- 


giſter'd, and then freighted with Wool, Worſted and 
Woollen-Tarn, to be placed to their Account, with 
the Duty as aforeſaid, till diſcharged by delivering 


it by Permit, and regiſter'd in that Office where : 


_ conſigned to. 


Any Boar, Veſſel or Float on the Water not firſt 
regiſter*d, if found with Wool, Worſted or Woollen 


Tarn, ſhall be ſfeiz'd and forfeited, and the Perſons 


found on Board ſhall be proſecuted at his Majeſty's 
Charge, as if they were really 8 it illegally 


Abroad, 


we Tradeſinen could beſt 1 our Gemen ; 


in our own Dialect ; and as his Majeſty was pleaſed : 
to accept and favour us in our Addreſs in the ſame 
Stile and Hand, we humbly beg our Repreſentatives 


may in theſe plain Truths, without the F alſhood or 


* of Soli icitors. 


It is . conceived, it may "We difficult at 
firſt to think how it is poſſible os us by our Char- 
ter to wade through the Trouble and Charge which 
muſt attend this Regiſter-Office. It is anſwer'd, It 
will be troubleſome and chargeable, but we conſider - 


the great Number of Perſons employ'd in the Ma- 


nufac 
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nufactories, and how they are ſpread over Great- 
Britain, Ireland, and the Dominion of Wales, in one 
Branch or other; which we hope, by the Wiſdom of 
a true Britiſh Parliament, we ſhall be enabled to ef- 
fect: we muſt divide our ſelves into more Compa- 
nies and Fellowſhips to make the Work the eaſier; 
he never knew the Sweet of Trade before Foreign- 
ers came to ſteal our Wool and Trade from us: 
when Dutch and Spaniſh Merchants (as I have ſeen) 
forced Eight hundred or a Thouſand Pounds to ſe- 
cure what Serges he could for the Seaſon, Wool 
gave then Thirteen Pounds per Pack. I muſt fay, 
as before, he never taſted the Sweets of Trade who 
would refuſe to fpend one Year of his Time to ac- 
_ compliſh ſo great a Good to the Nation in general, 
retrieving it from the ſinking and deplorable Con- 
dition it has ſo long labour'd under; and not only 
| fo, but himſelf in particular, if he is not an Idler: 
for then he need no more hawk about, Will you buy 
my Goods ? but, on the contrary, Have you any 
Goods to ſell ? will be the Cry. Ws 


